Germany's strict laws governing human embryonic stem (ES) cells are no longer appropriate and need to be relaxed, says the country's main funding agency, the DFG.
Responding to the DFG's report, Schavan also promised to launch "in the near future" a research programme for alternatives to human ES cells. But this just annoyed researchers more. "This top-down attempt to provide alternatives has been the ministry's line since the beginning, and has been shown not to work, " says Oliver Brüstle, head of the Institute for Reconstructive Neurobiology at the University of Bonn, one of the DFG report's 12 authors. "It will be extremely dangerous to ignore international developments, " he warns.
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